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SAVING OURSELVES
BY

CURTIS A. MOORE

Introduction

A
generation ago, the officers and owners of America’s
corporations, fed up with democracy, decided to quietly seize control of the

Republican Party and, with it, America.  It worked.  Enriched by corporate money
the GOP used deft appeals to racism, bigotry and other “values” to establish

virtually complete Republican dominion. The consequences are everywhere. The nation has no
universal health insurance because insurance companies, corporate employers, hospitals, doctors
and insurance companies do not wish it.  Electricity rates have soared because corporations
wanted the profits that a so-called “free market” could provide.  Pension and health benefits of
people who retired decades ago have been slashed to maintain or increase shareholder profits.

Yet nowhere is the imprint of corporations and the rich clearer, or the peril greater, than
with global warming.  The planet is racing toward a “tipping point,” a slight change that triggers
a massive, violent and irreversible shift:  think avalanche, lightning, volcanic explosion or the
Twin Towers, standing, standing, standing, then in seconds collapsing on themselves. 

Solutions to global warming abound, hundreds of them, from zero polluting electricity to
non-polluting vehicles, but they might endanger corporate profits, especially of oil, coal,
electricity and car companies, so they sit unused. 

(To his credit, one of Bill Clinton’s first actions after taking office as President was to
propose a tax on carbon-rich fuels to help wean the nation from coal, imported oil and other
causes of global warming.  Not to put too fine a point on it, the oil, coal, electricity, railroad, car
and other companies cleaned his clock.  Thereafter, Clinton talked about global warming a lot,
but he was short on action.)

Saving Ourselves explains how this all happened; how readers can save their lives and the
climate; and how, by breaking the iron grip of corporations, we can save ourselves.

Today, it is clear that by every measure global warming has begun.  The temperatures of
air, soil and the oceans have increased, sea levels have risen, glaciers and ice sheets are melting,
plant and animal populations are shifting, weather has become more violent and less
predictable—in short everything that should be caused by global warming is, in fact, occurring.

So, too, is the evidence that the Earth is rushing toward one or more tipping points
compelling.  The Arctic is warming at roughly the rate predicted by computer models—but is
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inexplicably melting at twice the rate it should.  An area of Siberia the size of France and
Germany combined, where billions of tons of greenhouse gases are stored, has thawed for the
first time since the last ice age.  In the Antarctic enough water is lodged as ice and snow to raise
sea levels 200 feet if it melted—and in 2005, an area the size of California did just that.  Coral
reefs, the linchpin of the ocean environment, are bleaching and dying at a rate never before seen.  
Oceans are being acidified by carbon dioxide, and levels of phytoplankton, the tiny plants that are
the foundation of the world’s food chain, are off by one third.  There is a litany of changes,
hundreds, perhaps thousands, all pointing in exactly the same direction.

And, whether because of Hurricane Katrina’s devastation of New Orleans, photographs of 
polar bears adrift on melting ice floes or some other causes, the American public has finally
grasped the reality and grave threats of a warming world.  But the American public no longer
controls its own government, and that is the principal reason this book has been written.

The means to sharply reduce pollution, even to zero or near-zero levels, exist and many
have for two or more decades.  From that perspective, we can save ourselves from global
warming and the linked threats that these pollutants pose to our health.  Indeed, if these were
adopted, we save not only our lives, health and future, but money as well, because approaches
that are cleaner are almost invariably cheaper as well.  The second step in saving ourselves is to
deploy these zero and near-zero measures and technologies.

The necessary measures have not been deployed–in fact few people even know they
exist–because their adoption would slash consumption of coal, oil, and gas–and the profits they
produce.  As a result, those who produce, transport, process or sell these fuels have made it their
business to prevent the adoption of these technologies and policies.

In every struggle in the past thirty years in which the interests of America’s people and
those of its corporations and the rich have been pitted against each other on this subject, the
people have lost.  Perhaps genuine change is truly at hand.  Saying the word change and actually
effecting it are entirely different propositions.  But if Americans truly wish to leave their children
and future generations a world that is habitable, they must find a way to break the iron grip in
which our governments and other institutions are now held.  Government must once again be of
the people, by the people and for the people.  Today, it is none of these.

Saving Ourselves is divided into four parts, as follows:

Part I: The Science of Global Warming and Needless Death and Illness. 

Part II: The Technologies and Other Measures That Could Save Us.

Part III: The Three Pillars of the Modern Republican Party.

Part IV: The Tools Employed by the Modern Republican Party.
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Make no mistake: the risks posed to human survival by global warming are far more
grave and imminent than most realize.  The technological and other means of avoiding calamity
exist, but they are being denied to us by a cadre of corporations and humans intent on
implementing and imposing on others their will and beliefs.  Only if we can break free from their
grasp will humanity be able to act to save ourselves.  I hope that we will.
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